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FACT SHEET 

Property Values 
Studies have been mnducted since the 1950s on the effect5 of power lines on propem/ 
values. Untll recently most *dies have focused on visual effects and asr;ocated affect on 
value. More recent research has included Ekctric and Hapnetlc Fidds (EHFs) and their role 
in property ~ I u e s -  
Research on effects of overhead transmissbn lines on property values has expanded over 
the past 20 yesrs bo Include appraisal studlps. attltudlnal studles, and solbistical analysis. 
me concllr;lom of these stud% have varied wkiely, with SMne reporting no efFects, 0 t h ~ ~  
f i d h g  small effects, and still othws rewrthg subrhmtu, ' leffects. 
The available literature summarizes tvm types of potential adverse etMIbmic effecB on 
property value when less actually occurs: (1) a pcssibb decrease in value of the property; 
and (4 an Increase in the time required to sell property thus causing an economic 1055 
assxiated rvith incFeased marketing time. 
In  general, the following findings emerge from literature: 

Tramission lines have a greater potential to reduce the value of urban of 
residential pmpwtk% over other types of pmpemes. Many open Space propertics arc 
not affected a t  all. 
The overall property value impact for sirPgk-family residentla1 propertie k gcncrally 
ated as less than 10 percent, but in same cases has been 15 percent or more. 
Other factars (e.g., neighborhood, square footage, size, view, and shape of lot) are 
much more likely to be major determinants of the sates price d the pmperm. 
Effects are most likely to m r  for propeeks cmss&l by or immediately adjacent to 
the line. 
ERects are generally g m t w  for w ~ l l w  p a d s  than tor larger pareek. 
Effects are greatest irnrndmtely after c a m o n  but decrease over time. 
Although Wre is no dear mnseenws about impacts of EMF on humans, there is 
enough concern over the issue that attitudes toward this effect may impact pmpeertv 
V5llUeS. 

- - . 
The majority of stud- on property values and transmission Unes have been in urban or 
su;ubur!mn areas. It is anticipated that the consbudion of a 115 W transmission line near or 
-ing *ate pmperty wwM result in a $mall decrease In single-family resMentlal 
property values. The more irnpwtant facto- are the logtion and shap of the pmperky and 
the neighborhood. The largest impact is during and aRer comttuction, but this effect is 
mitQated by ttme. 
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